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Headteacher’s Update

Students who have attended school during this time have been kept busy with a great variety of activities. 
From time given to complete online learning set via Show My Homework and to continue our good habits 

of reading regularly, to sporting and creative/social/practical sessions run by staff, students tell us they have 
valued their time in school.   

Provision in School

Whilst we are currently 
in unprecedented and 

uncertain times, it is heart-
warming to see and feel the 
dedication of the staff at 
Maidenhill. Teachers have risen to 
the challenge of providing online 
work to support the continued 
education of our young people. In 
addition the whole staff (site staff, 
cleaners, caterers, office staff, 
teachers and support staff) are 
all working together to facilitate 
an emergency provision for our 
most vulnerable students and key 
workers’ children who are not old 

enough to look after themselves. A 
great team effort as always.

I have been impressed with 
the way in which students have 
responded so maturely to the 
additional challenge of continuing 
their studies at home, accessing 
work and resources through Show 
My Homework. The steady flow of 
completed work and Accelerated 
Reader Quizzes being undertaken 
shows that students understand 
the importance of keeping their 
learning going and their brains 
active during this time.

It is a challenging time for 

all families, and the phrase “safe 
at home” rather than “stuck at 
home” shows a genuine positivity 
within our community. I hope that 
students continue to recognise 
the importance of heeding the 
government’s advice, continuing 
their studies and keeping 
themselves well and healthy, and 
that they are also helping at home.

I am looking forward to seeing 
everyone back in school as soon as 
we are able to do so. Keep safe and 
healthy.

Mrs Wilson

Students get creative with 
paper as they create origami 
sculptures.

Computer access 
allows students to 

complete work set for 
learning at home.

Our Easter provision took an 
Italian twist as students created 
homemade pizzas – bellissimo! 

One of our more energetic 
physical sessions involved 

students learning new skills in 
trampolining. 
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Stroud Book Festival The Boy in the Dress

Maths Challenge

Famelab

For the Stroud Book Festival 
we were asked to write a short 

story about one of three topics. 
One of these topics was, ‘Making 
a difference.’ I chose this one as 
I thought it was the most open. 
I wrote about two boys planting 
trees to combat climate change. 
One boy becomes fed up and 
starts to mess around showing 

Thursday 16th January 2020, 
Year 7 and 8 students travelled 

to Stratford upon Avon to watch 
“Boy in the Dress” by David 
Walliams.

Upon arrival, we put our bags 
in the cloakroom. After that, we 
received our tickets from Mrs 
Melendez and found our seats.  
After 45 minutes, the interval took 
place; it lasted 15 minutes and we 
bought food and drinks from the 
café/bar and the gift shop. 

One student said ‘It was a 
rather delightful experience/
performance and I thoroughly 
enjoyed it. We would definitely 
recommend to others’.

Overall, the performance was 
very imaginative. The theme was 
about identity and courage. It was 
very lively, colourful and exciting, 
including many songs and brilliant 
dance routines. 
Hayden Cooke, 7DKW and  
Haitham Al Amily, 7FDB

On Friday 28th of February, 
Maidenhill entered the 

regional finals for the UK Maths 
Trust team challenge. Two 
students from Year 8; Lily Geeves 
and Keira Smith and two from Year 
9; Will Gamble and Isti Katona 
faced some hard competition from 
other schools from around the 
south-west. Although we didn’t 

The Famelab competition was 
an amazing opportunity and I 

am still overwhelmed that I won.
It started as a homework 

where we had to research a part 
of science that we enjoy, so I did 
carnivorous plants since I own 6 of 
them. Everyone performed in front 
of their class, and the winners were 

how some people don’t take the 
topic seriously. 

The competition was held 
from Wednesday 6th to Sunday 
10th November 2019, and I came 
second. We also had the two other 
winners in this category from 
Maidenhill School with Byron 
Stevens in 1st place and Lennon 
Cooper in 3rd, each of us winning 

book vouchers. The competition 
was judged by children’s writer 
John Dougherty, who attended 
school with the Director of 
the Stroud Book Festival, Paul 
McLaughlin, to award our prizes. 
It was a proud moment for 
Maidenhill as Mr McLoughlin 
explained how there were over 
ninety entries from different 
schools. He also explained how 
he felt the standard was high and 
he was really impressed with the 
quality of the entries.
Jonty Brown, 9HDG

announced the next day.
On the 14th of February the 

whole of Year 9 and some parents 
watched as the winners again 
performed their speeches. The two 
runners up spoke about dogs and 
the world’s fastest drummer.

When my name was 
announced as the winner I couldn’t 

believe it! Now I’m in the final and 
hope to one day compete against 
other schools.
Phoebe Fox, 9FBN

progress to the finals, we put in a 
very creditable performance.



4

Boxing

Speed Punch Challenge Oxford Rowing  
Competition

Jiu Jitsu

Sixteen students from 
varying year groups have 

been taking part in a 10 
week boxing course run by 
two local England qualified 
boxing coaches. The course 
has consisted of students 
being taught how to stand 
when executing punches, 
how to punch correctly, 
sparring, footwork and pad 
work, along with general 
boxing etiquette. 

Sixteen students 
competed in the 

punch bag challenge. 
All students had one 
minute to complete 
their maximum number 
of punches against 
a punch bag whilst 
maintaining technique 
for punches to be 
counted. The male and 
female winners were 
Kenzie Stephens, 9DLC 
and Melody Tari, 9RAM.

Finley started Jiu Jitsu 
about a year and a half 

ago. He trains every Friday 
at Bradley Stoke Leisure 
Centre for an hour. He 
started as a white belt and 
has worked his way up. It’s 
a good way to keep fit and 
helps builds confidence.  
Since joining, Finley has 
achieved five belts and has 
had a lot of fun learning such 
a good sport.  He tells us ‘I’m 
really happy I joined’
Finley Stone, 7FCV

On Sunday 9th February, 
Georgie Knight, Georgia 

Heaton and Lucy Heaton went to 
Oxford to participate in a rowing 
competition. Georgie won gold 
and bronze in both her relays and 
came 5th in her four minute race. 
Georgia won silver in her relay and 
Lucy won gold and silver in both 
her relays and their rowing team 
won the whole competition. 
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HOME WORKING

Maidenhill celebrates the very best work from each department each term on a ‘Wall of Excellence’. 
Tea, coffee and cake accompany a rather special private viewing of the wall as students, staff and 

parents/carers admire the work on display. 
During this unprecedented time of home learning, we wanted to continue to celebrate the success of 

our students and the outstanding work being produced from home. Here is a snapshot of that work. Full 
explanations and large colour photos can be found at www.maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk/celebratingsuccess  
We look forward to once again being able to invite parents/carers in to view work on display, as well as to 
meeting the families of our new Year 7 students whom we welcome to Maidenhill in September. 

Science
This work by Kara Craig, 7FBN, demonstrates a good 
knowledge of cells applied in a creative and fun way that 
will enable others to learn too.

DT
Clara Crooks, 7FMS, has produced an inventive key 
rack manufactured to a high standard considering 
she has made her product at home and had no help 
or support from her teacher!

Drama
Year 7 students have been working on turning a film 
into a musical such as Aladdin, Lion King, Shrek etc. 
George Twinning, 7HHW, has put lots of effort into 
creating and designing a set based upon Monsters Inc.
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Year 7
Year 7 art students have been 
busy creating their own colour 
wheels and exploring collage.

Year 8
Students in Year 8 have been 
looking at Pop Art and comic 
book illustration and have 
created these portrait studies 
inspired by artist Mike Mitchell.

ART

Molly Swift, 7DLC

Martha Riddell, 7FDB

Finley Stone, 7FCV

Natasha Walmsley, 8HDG

Isabelle Molland, 8FBN
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Year 9
Year 9 artists have been exploring 
Steampunk artwork. They’ve 
looked at cogs and all things 
mechanical to develop studies of 
feathers, animals and insects.

Year 10
In GCSE Art, students were 
challenged to draw a portrait 
using a grid and pattern 
technique. This excellent piece 
of work achieves a successful 
balance between the white, 
black and patterned areas. 

Year 11
Charlotte continued to develop 
her work at home by creating 
drawings, taking photographs 
and looking at existing artists 
for inspiration. 

ART

Summer Bishop, 9HDG

Euan Cheeseman, 9REW

Pippa Benn, 10HDK

Charlotte Cook, 11HHW
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English

Poem 1945 End of World War 2.

A day of victory for the British,
But a day of sorrow and anguish.
Families reuniting with relief,
Some whimpering with grief.
For me, my father had just come home,
Smothered in injuries making him groan.
Tears streaming down my face,
Up and down the hall I paced.
The bombed world exploding,
Overwhelmed heads imploding.
He’s part of my heart, part of my soul,
But now my heart is running down cold.
For I have discovered my uncle is dead,
My head filling itself with so much dread.
Now we celebrate the death of those we love,
And let the bird of peace fly around the world.
And that bird, is dove.

Tamsin Meek, 8DMT

Food and Nutrition
Haitham Al Amily, 7FDB has been designing a 
nutrition project and has been creating recipe 
cards and demonstrations of his work. 

History
Jasmine Williams, 10RTK, shows her ability to work 
independently. Her source analysis is detailed and demonstrates 
a vital skill needed for GCSE history.
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Year 11 Football Team

Year 9 Football Team

 MAIDENHILL  NEWS:  SPRING/SUMMER 2020

CONGRATULATIONS  to two of our most successful football 
teams this year who have played hard 
to win some toughly fought matches.  
Their dedication to training has been 

faultless and though we wish our Year 
11 team well in their onward journeys, 

we know our Year 9 team will have many more wins yet to come!
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Fundraising

Pippa Benn, 10HDK, 
presenting a cheque 
to Annie from The 
Longfield Hospice. 
The money was raised 
at the Christmas Fayre 
in December last year.

Christmas Jumper 
Day raised £170 for 

Save the Children.

Jeans for Genes 
raised £311.  

The Christmas Fayre 
raised £557.71.   

This was split between 
The Longfield Hospice in 

Burleigh and Crisis.

Stroud Foodbank –  
Maidenhill donated 
a whopping 90kg of 

produce.

Stroud MP Visit

On Friday 14th February 2020 
the new Stroud Conservative 

MP Siobhan Baillie came to 
Maidenhill to meet with the School 
Council and the newly formed 
Politics Club to have a Q&A time 
about the local area and other 
important related issues. 

Topics that were discussed 
included the bedroom tax, 5G 
Network, Forest Green’s new 
arena, HS2 railway and more 
funding towards Learning Support 
Assistants. Siobhan explained how 
she both agreed and disagreed 

with the bedroom tax, and that 
she also agreed with HS2. She 
explained how she wants to push 
the government for more funding 
for Learning Support Assistants 
and other Learning Support staff 
in schools, but said that she can’t 
do any more on the Forest Green 
Rover’s arena because it has to go 
to the Environment Secretary who 
sits higher than her. 

Nathan Greenway-Davis, 10DHB
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FutureChef Competition

Rotary Cooking Competition

Eve did amazingly well in the Rotary 
competition, coming joint 3rd against some 

very tough competition. The standard was 
very impressive. The judges told us that the 
competition was very close with just 1 point 
difference between the winner and the joint 3rd 
position. She was the youngest competitor by 
far and got wonderful comments from the three 
judges. One judge was very complimentary of 
Eve saying she was very impressed by how she 
handled the pressure of the competition and 
that her work was at GCSE standard.

I was very excited to enter the 
competition as I had never 

done anything like this before and 
one day I do hope to become a 
restaurateur. I decided to make 
my menu Spanish themed. For my 
starter I did a selection of grilled 
peppers, garlic and chilli prawns, 
manzanilla olives, manchego 
cheese and serrano ham with 
apple empanadas for dessert. 

Leading up to the competition  
I practised the complete meal three 
times, each time making slight 
improvements. After my third time 
making it, I felt happy and confident 
with my dishes.

On the day of the competition 

My name is Chantay Arnett and I have 
represented Maidenhill in many 

cooking competitions.
In October I competed in the Young 

Chef competition at Maidenhill organised 
by the Rotary Club of Stonehouse.

On November 27th I competed in 
the Futurechef competition at the Oasis 
Academy in Bristol where I cooked a salami 
and tomato tart and a raspberry fool. I 
came 3rd out of 6 people.

I am now planning to enter another 
competition which will be shown on live 
TV, and I will also be travelling to London to 
take part in another event later in the year.
Chantay Arnett, 8HGT

I felt very nervous and when I 
started cooking I was very tense, 
but after a few minutes I really got 
into the swing of it and it felt just 
like cooking at home. After two 
hours my dishes were finished 
and it was time to hear the judges’ 
decision.  I was announced as 
the winner. I was so happy to be 
announced the winner, as being 
the youngest contestant I did not 
think I would be chosen. As my 
prize, I received a cookbook and 
a champagne afternoon tea for 
four at Barnsley House. I’m really 
thrilled to progress on to the next 
heat and I hope that I can win it. 
Eve Fletcher, 7RAM

Sam French, 8FCV, came second 
out of ten competitors in January’s 
regional FutureChef competition.



Maidenhill School, Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel: 01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

Maidenhill school would like to thank all those people 

working as ‘key workers’ at this time who are helping 

the country though challenging times. From staff 

working for the NHS to others working in key public 

services, the food industry, public safety/security, 

transport and other essential services, thank you.

THANK YOU
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Forest Green Rovers 

Crufts

We are delighted to have our 
own Forest Green Rovers 

ambassador, William Dunn. 

How long have you been a Forest 
Green Rovers fan?
Since I was in Year 3. I was invited 
to the club and given a shirt and 
have been a fan ever since. Forest 
Green Rovers give this opportunity 
to Year 3 students every year.
What is it like being a fan of FGR?
I go to all the home and some 
away games. We are doing alright 
but need to score more goals! 
Supporting the team has highs and 

I started handling dogs when I was nine 
years old by taking my sister’s pug to 

obedience classes and to fun dog shows. 
By the time I was ten and a half I’d started 
ringcraft classes (showing dogs), but using 
other people’s dogs. Eventually, aged 11, I 
went to my first open show in Trowbridge 
gaining second place, and then my next show 
was at Thornbury where I came first and 
qualified for Crufts.

In March I competed at Crufts in the 
Junior Handler competition, working with a 
Japanese Spitz who is only eight months old. 
Expectations were not to win anything but to 
enjoy a great experience!
Ellie-Jean Middle, 7RCB

lows – but mainly highs.
Who is your favourite player?
George Williams because we share 
a name.
Tell us more about FGR.
They are the most eco-friendly 
club in the world. They also have 
the highest football stadium by 4m, 
although this will be lost when the 
new stadium is built. The food is all 
vegan and very good.
How did you become an 
ambassador?
We saw that Maidenhill did not 
have an ambassador, so we spoke 
to Mr Clements who discussed it 

with Forest Green Rovers, and I 
became the ambassador.

William Dunn interviewed by Mrs 
Anderson and tutor group, HKA


